STROKE Is an Emergency

ACT FAST!

Rapid intervention is crucial to the treatment of stroke
» Stroke is the third leading cause of death and a leading cause of disability!

e The longer a stroke goes untreated, the greater the likelihood of permanent
neurologic damage?

EMS are critical in the management of suspected stroke?®

Rapid stroke assessment and appropriate action can reduce dangerous delays
in treatment.

Guidelines for EMS Management of Patients With Suspected Stroke*®

On Scene In Transit
1 Manage CABs: chest 1 Rapid transport to 1 Check and record
compressions, airway, closest facility capable blood glucose to assess
breathing—give oxygen, of treating stroke* for hypoglycemia
if needed 1 Bring witness, family 1 Check and record
(1 Perform prehospital member, or caregiver, blood pressure
stroke assessment if possible 1 Establish cardiac
1 Establish and record 1 Alert receiving monitoring and IV

exact time when patient | emergency department access, if possible
last seen normal

*EMS bypass of hospitals without stroke resources supported by guidelines if a stroke center is within reasonable transport range.*

Make a difference in stroke—
know the signs and symptoms essential
to rapid diagnosis and treatment®’
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